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Debate with Russian Scholars

Introduction by the Author

This book presents the summary of debate on a very controversial,
effective and beneficial topic which took place between me and
sixteen Ahle-Sunnat scholars supporting the Wahhabi ideology. The
debate lasted for about two hours during which some of the
attendees, who were educated in Saudi Arabia, attempted to reject
the arguments | presented. They sometimes out rightly refused to
accept the authentic traditions, sometimes created doubts about the
authenticity of the traditions, and sometimes tried to interpret
traditions out of context. However, because the debate was being
held at a library, where original references from the books of Ahle-
Sunnat were readily available and presented to them, they were
convinced to retreat from their stance, and acknowledged that they
had never come across these facts before and no one had ever
explained them these facts with such convincing and detailed
arguments. At the conclusion of debate all the attendees rejected
the Wahhabi ideology and accepted that it contradicts the principles
of Islam and the practices of the Companions of Prophet (SAWW)
and the Tabay’een".

This debate was not the first of its nature. In fact, | had been
involved in many scholarly debates with the brothers of Ahle-Sunnat
and their scholars. However, with reference to the level of
knowledge of the attendees, as well as the detailed references and

1. Translators Note: Companions of the Companions of Prophet (SAWW).
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arguments presented, it was proposed to print and publish the
proceedings of this debate in the form of a book.

This task was assigned to my dear son Hujjatul Islam Agha-e-Hasan
Bulgan Abadi who attended the debate from beginning till the end
and possessed complete first hand information about the
proceedings of the debate. Alhamdolillah, with the assistance of
Agha-e-Qasim Baydar Bakht, and with lot of efforts and research
they were able to compile this book for the benefit of people who are
in search of truth and Insha-Allah (God willing), it will help the
society in finding the true path (towards salvation) and follow this
path. It is expected that all Muslims will follow the book of Allah
(SWT) and the Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) of the Prophet (SAWW).

Najm-ud-din Tabasi
Institution of Wila-e-Siddigah-e-Kubra (S.A.)
27/7/1394 (H.S.)
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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

In view of the scholarly status and authority the respected Teacher
holds with reference to the debates related to controversial issues
between Shiites and Ahle-Sunnat as well as issues related to
Wahhabiyat, scholars from Islamic countries while visiting Iran and
the city of Qum, contact the office of the respected Teacher through
the institutions affiliated with the Islamic Seminary with a request for
meeting. One day a similar call was received at the office of the
respected Teacher informing that some Ahle-Sunnat scholars from
Russia supporting the Wahhabi ideology are visiting Qum and have
requested a meeting with the respected Teacher. The respected
Teacher accepted the request and confirmed to meet them on
3/2/94 (H.S.) at 7:00 pm at his office.

Although all facilities and resources to hold such meetings are
available at the Institution of Wila-e-Siddigah-e-Kubra (S.A.), he
always desires and insists that such meetings be held in the library
where the environment is guest friendly and gives the guests the
opportunity to have access to all the books in the library and
appreciate that around fifty percent of the books in the library of
respected Teacher are related to the Ahle-Sunnat faith, In addition,
almost all the books of Sahah and Sunan of the Hadith (traditions of
the Prophet), their commentaries as well as translations, books of
Rijal’, history and compilation of the traditions (of Prophet) by the
(scholars of) Ahle-Sunnat are normally available in the library of the
respected Teacher and other Shiite scholars. Contrary to the
practice of Ahle-Sunnat scholars who normally avoid having the
Shiite books in their libraries, the Shiite scholars not only purchase
the books of Ahle-Sunnat but also read them as well as get
educated by the informative text in those books. Moreover,
according to the objective of the meeting as mentioned earlier, the
respected Teacher insisted that the literature and references in
rejection of Wahhabi ideology should be quoted directly from the

1. Translators Note: Science of scrutiny of Hadith
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Sunni sources, and should be shown and presented to the
attendees, such that the arguments and justifications leave no room
for hesitation, misinterpretation and rejection.

On the day of meeting we arranged desserts and drinks for the
guests and waited for their arrival at the given time. We were
informed by the meeting coordinator that the guests will be 15
minutes late due to traffic congestion. The guests arrived at 7:15
pm. The number of guests was more than mentioned earlier as they
were accompanied by an interpreter and a film maker as well. As
such, we were forced to put the chairs closer to accommodate all of
them.

The guests were served desserts and drinks. However, because of
the attractive and sensitive topic of discussion, most of the
refreshments were left untouched.

The respected Teacher started the discussion with a lighter tone by
asking them in which language should he speak as there were
around 20 attendees out of whom some could only understand the
Russian language, while others in addition to Russian also
understood Arabic or Persian. It was decided that the Teacher will
speak in Persian and the interpreter will translate into Russian.

The Teacher after praising Allah (SWT) and sending blessings upon
the Prophet Muhammad Mustafa (SAWW) and his progeny (Ahlul-
Bayt) started the discussion by thanking Allah (SWT) and welcoming
the guests. As the preface to the debate he began with drawing the
attention of guests towards the status of Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) by quoting
the traditions of Prophet of Allah (SWT) regarding the Ahlul-Bayt
(A.S.) who are unanimously accepted by both the Shiites and
Sunnis, and said:

| have come to know that you friends will be visiting the city of
Isfahan. There you will see the primitive culture and many other
things which have been recorded in the history. After that you will
be visiting the city of Mashed. It is a very beautiful, developed and
civilized city. In addition, the mausoleum of the son of Prophet
(SAWW) is also located in Mashed. It is interesting to mention that
since centuries this mausoleum has remained the place of

4
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pilgrimage for millions of Shiites and Sunnis. They, i.e.; the Ahlul-
Bayt (A.S.) were and are the point of commonality for all the
Muslims. Tirmidhi has quoted an authentic tradition from the Prophet
of Allah (SAWW) that he said:

Cin SO S5 g Al QS (il Al UL il

“l leave behind me two valuable things, the book of Allah (SWT) and
my progeny the Ahlul-Bayt™

Please allow me to say that the Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) are acknowledged
by all the Muslims, and the manifestation of this acknowledgement is
Mashed. Shiites and Sunnis both come for the pilgrimage of this
honorable Shrine. This practice is not something new but has been
established since centuries.

Conduct of Ibn Haban during the Third Century of Hijrah

When the discussion reached this stage, the respected Teacher in
order to further authenticate his arguments read the text regarding
Imam Reza (A.S.) from |bn Haban’s book “Al-Thagaat” and said: Ibn
Haban is one of the greatest scholars of Ahle-Sunnat and you all
know him very well. He was born in the year 275 Hijri and died in the
year 354 Hijri, i.e.; almost 1100 years have passed since his death.
Ibn Haban in his book “Al-Thagaat” states: Whenever | faced any
difficulty, | went for the pilgrimage of Imam Reza’s (A.S.) grave and
prayed there. As a result | was relieved from that difficulty. | tried this
many times and every time my experience was same. O’ Allah give
me death with the love of Prophet (SAWW) and his Ahlul-Bayt.”

1. ((‘fwdé/‘fr_).zcjw/uu‘/j@u./@ﬁnlulLafaS.d;:S_).r.E@/))

Sunan Al-Tirmidhi, Page: 678, Book: Al-Managqib, Chapter: Managib-e- AthI -Bayt-e-Nabi,

Hadith: 3786.

e g ¥ A eladl o 3 sres (in dll S ¢ S V) (o adic | LadanS o saes | shaiyl 45 aiesad ) Lo 2K &)L ily
(lagtd (5885 S |5 plaild o pin sl Ll 1oy s 560 o 5w o)

Sunan Al-Tirmidhi, Page: 679, Book: Al-Managib, Chapter: Managib-e-Ahlul-Bayt-e-Nabi,

Hadith: 3788; and Masnud Volume: 3, Page 14; Masnud Abi Saeed Al-Khudry.

2. b olie g 6500 o s Lo 5 8 038 ) pe 45 2 e ) b ciing s sgde Gl sl IS SLilicws o_udy
sl i e il g A cpnind V) e LT ) Cisen s dile 5 odn o ] O sl Lo pll (i3 o Ao b Eo
Al-Thaqgaat, Volume 8, Page 454, Sharah Hal (Biography of) Ali Ion Musa Al-Reza (A.S.).
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As soon as the respected Teacher finished reading the Arabic text
from Ibn Haban’s book and the interpreter translated it for the
guests, they were not only surprised rather astonished resulting in
complete silence. It appeared that one of the attendees either did
not had much information about the personality and status of Ibn
Haban (amongst the Ahle-Sunnat Scholars) or portrayed ignorance
and attempted to belittle the importance of Ibn Haban's action,
guestioned his status and personality. Upon the request of
respected Teacher | brought the book “Syar Aalam al-Nubala”
written by Dhahabi and gave to the Teacher who read for them part
of the text by Dhahabi regarding Ibn Haban. Shams-ud-din Dhahabi
who is one of the greatest scholars of Ahle-Sunnat from the 8"
century (Hijri), states about the attributes of Ibn Haban:

((Z‘ﬁé ‘5{*“» ‘&‘OZ:"OH’ ols ‘CJL“’/JS éa.d' Bl oSt "ah}//))

“(Ibn Haban was) a leader, highly qualified scholar, Hafiz', Sheikh-e-
Khorasan, authentic person, man of thought and wisdom”.?

The Teacher in continuation of his discussion and in order to
conclude his argument said: The incident of Ibn Haban visiting the
grave of Imam Reza (A.S.) and seeking blessings for the resolution
of his problems happened in the 3™ century of Hijrah, and according
to the tradition of the Prophet (SAWW) recorded by Ahle-Sunnat,
“The first three centuries are the best and whoever lived in the first
three centuries are the best people”.® The incident of Ibn Haban
visiting the grave of Imam Reza (A.S.) happened in one of the best
centuries and by one of the best people. However, these days’ it is
said that soliciting intercession and blessings is polytheism and not

permissible.

1. Translators Note: One who has memorized the Quran (Book of Allah (SWT) revealed
upon the Prophet (SAWW)).

2. Syar Aalam al-Nubala, Volume: 16, Page: 92 — 94, Sharah Hal (Biography of) Ibn Haban,
Number: 70.

3. peish Cpdll o agi sl (pdll AT 6 35 a8 sy

Sahih Bukhari, Page: 526; Book: Al-Shahadaat, Hadith: 2652, Page:730; Book: Fazael-e-
Ashab Al-Nabi (SAWW), Hadith: 3650 & 3651, Page: 1274 & 1275; Book: Al-Ragaq, Hadith:
6428 & 6429.
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Conduct of the Companions of Prophet (SAWW) and the
Tabay’een during the First Century of Hijrah

The respected Teacher after citing the text of Ibn Haban, referred to
Mas’oodi and his book “Murawwaj Al-Dhahab wa Ma’adan Al-Johar”,
and said: Mas’oodi is one of the greatest Shafaie scholars who died
before 1100 years, in the year 346 Hijrah. The famous and well
known book written by him is “Murawwaj Al-Dhahab wa Ma’adan Al-
Johar”.! In this book he has recorded the conduct of the
Companions (of Prophet) resorting to the Prophet (SAWW) to seek

blessings. He says:

ol s 46 4] Lyglea ) S S 4 g, 4l G L Al sad g O L Ay
il (dipsal) AL 4Y g bl gl go jlaad) lgd gand 4 U6 Aladd g cAdsay
Loy agalet calf D0 ill s (oY g 4l A |33 g allf st ) Saass Sl g pial)
UST & e it gl g & pow i bgSn 325 % S 6 ia j&S  ceaal) g allil) (o dule g
3((&”@:‘%&/)}«4

“During the year 53 Hijrah, Muawiyah appointed Ziyad Bin Abeeh as
the Governor of Madinah. Since the people of Madinah were aware
of the brutality and crimes of Ziyad Bin Abeeh, upon hearing the
news of his appointment as the Governor of Madinah, they (big and
small), gathered for three days in the Mosque of Prophet (SAWW)
by the side of his grave and solicited his intercession to seek refuge
from the mischief of Ziyad Bin Abeeh”.

The respected Teacher after reading the original text in Arabic
translated a part thereof in order to dispel any doubt and hesitation
in the translation of interpreter. One of the Ahle-Sunnat scholars
who was somewhat familiar with Arabic and Russian language
requested the Teacher to translate the original text of Mas’oodi for
other attendees. Regretfully he insisted to modify the translation of

1. For more information about Mas’oodi refer to his biography in the book “Tabqaat Al-
Shafieah Al-Kubra”, Volume: 3, Page: 456 — 457, Sharah Hal (Biography of) Ali Bin Husayn
Al-Mas’oodi, Number: 225.

2. Aalb gk _pia z/A:(Al-Batharah) s i/

3. Murawwaj Ad-Dhahab wa Ma’adan Al-Johar, Volume: 3, Page: 32,

b Cpo callad] ans (o s g o s s 0 LR o mal ST el of (o slaa 48R S
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the phrase « & (3% as: “The residents of Madinah prayed to
Allah (SWT) to alleviate their difficulty”. However, the Teacher
asserted that the translation of the phrase « =¥ & /5% done by
him is exactly according to what has been mentioned by Mas’oodi.
The respected Teacher while rejecting his contention, clarified that
Allah (SWT) is present everywhere and if it was meant that the
residents of Madinah prayed to Allah (SWT) to alleviate their
difficulty, then it was not mandatory for them to go to Prophet's
(SAWW) mosque beside his grave to seek refuge, rather they were
capable of praying to Allah (SWT) either from their homes or by
going to another mosque.

The respected Teacher after quoting and explaining the texts of Ibn
Haban and Mas’oodi, addressed the attendees and said: Be
informed that whatsoever is recorded in these books leads to the
conclusion that imploration, soliciting intercession, visiting the
graves and seeking refuge over there were an integral part of the
conduct and practice of our predecessors (Salaf), especially the
Companions of Prophet (SAWW) who lived in the first century of
Hijrah.

Conduct of the Muslims during the Third Century of Hijrah

The respected Teacher, in order to eliminate any doubt and
suspicion from the minds of attendees, firstly, regarding the visitation
of graves, imploration, and seeking intercession, blessings and
refuge over there, and secondly to prove the permissibility of these
acts with reference to the conduct of our predecessors (Salaf),
presented a final proof and said: | would like to refer to an interesting
incident which clearly differentiates between the conduct of Muslims,
both Shiites and Sunnis, and the Wahhabi belief. Ibn Hajr Asqalani
in an article in his book “Fath Al-Bari-beh-Sharah Al-Bukhari” has
recorded the incident of people seeking blessings from the dust
(earth) of Bukhari's grave. He says: When Bukhari died in the year
256 Hijrah and was buried, people picked the earth from his grave to
seek blessings. The quantity of earth being picked by the people
was to the extent that it was feared that his body will be exposed,
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and therefore an enclosure was installed around his grave (to
protect it).*

This incident has also been recorded by Subki, one of the other
greatest Shafaie scholars, in his book “Tabagaat Al-Shafaie Al-
Kubra” in the chapter on the biography of Bukhari.?

It is interesting to note that this incident happened in the 3™ century
of Hijrah which according to the traditions in the books of Ahle-
Sunnat is one of the best centuries.

The respected Teacher after referring the texts of Ibn Haban,
Mas’oodi and Ibn Hajr Asqalani said: The material which has been
guoted for you is recorded in the famous books of Ahle-Sunnat and
you all are very much familiar with Ibn Hajr Asqgalani, Ibn Haban,
Mas’oodi and Subki. All these scholars say that visiting the graves of
Prophets and Righteous (Pious) people to seek intercession,
blessings and refuge are the teachings and conduct of Ahle-Sunnat
and our predecessors (Salaf), and confirms that these practices
existed during the times of the Companions (of Prophet), Tabay’een
and Taba’y Tabay’een,® and according to your claims these people
lived during the best centuries and were the best people. Someone
who claims to be a Salafi and the follower of the predecessors
(Salaf) should act according to their conduct and be steadfast in
following their practices.

The respected Teacher at the conclusion of his introductory
discussion addressed the scholars of Ahle-Sunnat and raised few
guestions:

Is it possible today to establish the practice of seeking intercession
and blessings in Makkah and Madinah?

1. bl p dosie s lull 508 | (ko Lis ayle Lilea of () 40 57 (o 05380 Lalf el ) ) slisg lil e o»
Lo g la_pol (g din adis Lo g s l0 A e sa ) 4S5 s lan dia # b spalad] Coolaf Jo 6 udlel] Joadll c0 A L
Al g po Al o]

2. Tabagat al-Shafei al-Kubra: Volume: 2, Page: 234, Sharah Hal (Biography of) Bukhari,
4ildy e Lill_S5Number 54.

3. Translators Note: Companions of the Companions of the Companions of Prophet
(SAWW).
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Is it possible to sit for three days besides the grave of Prophet
(SAWW) and solicit his intercession?

Is it possible to pick some dust (earth) from the grave of Prophet
(SAWW) for the sake of blessings?

There are only two possible responses to the above questions. If the
ideology of Najd and Qassim is correct then not only our
predecessors (Salaf) but the Companions of Prophet (SAWW) are
also polytheist! However, if the incidents recorded by Ibn Haban,
Mas’oodi, Ibn Hajr and Subki are correct, then Wahhabism has
nothing to do with Islam and with the conduct of our predecessors
(Salaf), and accordingly the Wahhabis are not Muslim as it is
impossible to merge these two ideologies.

The respected Teacher with reference to the above discussion drew
the attention of guests towards the problems faced by the Islamic
world today, and the Wahhabi ideology being the apparent cause of
these problems. He said: Today the entire nation (Ummabh) of Islam
is plagued by the Wahhabi ideology. Why are they bombing Yemen
and killing thousands of people? Why are they bombing Syria and
have displaced 10 million Syrians? Why in Iraq 3 million people have
been displaced? The only reason is that they follow the Prophet
(SAWW) and his Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.), and say “O’ Mohammad and O’
Ali (Ya Mohammad and Ya Ali).

Conduct of the Companions of Prophet (SAWW) during the 11"
Year of Hijrah

At this stage the Teacher recalled the text recorded in the book
“Tarekh-e-Tabarri” and the conduct of the army which comprised of
the Companions of Prophet (SAWW) and Tabay’een in the battle
with Musaylama Al-Kaddhab. He requested me to give him the book
and after | passed it to him, he started reading the related text and
said: Tabarri writes about the soldier who was sent by Abu Bakr to
fight in the battle with Musaylama Al-Kaddhab. Whenever the
Muslim army wanted to attack the enemy, they chanted the slogan
‘O’ Muhammad (Ya Muhammad)’, and in terms of military
terminology the battle with Musaylama Al-Kaddhab was named

10
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“Operation Ya Muhammad”.! However, the Wahhabis say that
anyone who says “Ya Muhammad”, “Ya Ali” or “Ya Husayn” is a
polytheist.?

[When the discussion reached this point, | remembered an
interesting debate of the respected Teacher with one of the
Wahhabis of Saudi Arabia. In my opinion, it will not be out of context
to refer here a very pleasing and an interesting part of that debate
which is related to intercession.

According to the respected Teacher during one of his journeys to
Saudi Arabia he had an appointment to meet and debate with one of
the Wahhabi scholars. The topic of the debate was “Intercession
(Tawassul)” which proceeded as follows:

Teacher: The practice of seeking intercession is prevalent from the
time of Prophet (SAWW), and the Companions themselves sought
Prophet's (SAWW) intercession.

Wahhabi Scholar: Seeking intercession is polytheism and such thing
IS not possible.

Teacher: Do you have the book “Al-Bidayah-wal-Nihayah” written by
Ibn Kathir, in your library?

Wahhabi Scholar: Yes.

Teacher: | would appreciate if you can give me the volume wherein
the incidents of 11" year of Hijrah are recorded. The book was given
to me and | started reading the incidents of 11" year of Hijrah
wherein it was recorded that the Companions solicited Prophet's

1. . «olana b dio g aa led SIS 5» Tarekh Al-Umum-wal-Malook, Volume: 2, Page: 281, Incidents
of the 11" year of Hijrah, deled/ s/ e 4o 5 U Laluse s 4r 4S5

2. lgigaw 4 Lmuquuujwﬁg_mmjdbd/w@MJUMUALNJUM/JJM/‘HWMUA Lily
ﬂJJ/}aY/LE‘;JJCM/‘;_eLLLLewM/N_AJBJSJ s b e b JEAL/RB/J/J‘.?{[GJU.MAJ/‘}ML!
Of Ciraw 25 g agLlRSY 5 Sl o ST ) G5 5 aley pgdic] saic Lo Ul 5 cupaliall 4 LIl 4 ot 5 | smansial 5 gilic 5
P LAScJ/}j/UK/J/ L S5 La‘}a.rua/}.//z;m‘}lraf_umc}a b 5 | gudipal 5 agand IS0 e Y30 5 SSpY agand
jUL“L"“-ﬂf‘PJJ-’U/OB-VB fﬁ/(.a.u)//‘#.[.awc‘);_v‘).lf/Kﬂujffmﬁyﬁéﬁjummﬂju‘mﬂjLl.[crag_flc..)w
((PP.VLUL)AQELU/U@y‘;*h«uwcjﬁu/u@y

Fatawa Lil-Mujallah Al-Daimah Lil-Bahoth Al-limiyyah Wal-Iftah’, Volume: 2, Page: 373,

S Ay il e S Y el edilodl) die Lle 5 Gpuand)] 5 Gpand] G se (o il JST aKa
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(SAWW) intercession during the battle with Musaylama Al-
Kaddhab.*

The Wahhabi Scholar was perplexed and after pondering for a while
said: This narration is weak.

Teacher: Initially you stated that such thing is never possible, now
you say that it is a weak narration. Ibn Kathir is the student of Ibn
Taymiyyah. If he believed that soliciting intercession is polytheism
and not permissible, then he should not have recorded a weak
narration (related to intercession) in his book, and should not have
referenced this to the army of Abu Bakr.]

A Question by One of the Attendees

While the respected Teacher had not yet completed his arguments
on the subject of (soliciting) intercession and blessings, one of the
attendees requested him to read the text of Hadith-e-Thagalayn
from the books of Bukhari and Muslim.

| understood his intention for this request, because amongst the
Ahle-Sunnat it is advised that any narration which is not included in
Sahih Bukhari and Muslim is not authentic. Although, Bukhari
himself has acknowledged and said: | have not included many
authentic narrations in his book in view of succinctness and because
of lengthy text.?

In response to his request the respected Teacher said that Bukhari
has not recorded Hadith-e-Thaqgalayn in his book. However, it is
included in Sahih Muslim, Sunan-e-Tirmidhi and Masnud-e-Ahmad
Bin Hanbal. Please bear with me and have some patience, and | will

1. Al-Bidayah-wal-Nihayah, Volume: 2, Page: 329, Hawadith Saal 11 Hijri: Magqtal
Musaylama Al-Kaddhab.
2. a.ucCr_MQKCJ;/}/‘L'Y GL@L«.«Y/J&)) ((_).S/USCQA..A.//U‘»;SJ./L‘: BJM Y/uW//M‘_gCJal(J))
L;JLqué;.m «ha Mbmjwmb/ﬁg_mugoﬁwﬁjﬁjjmmaj/w@m SSTEENSLEN Y /e 1 e Y SEN
(IS 5 IR Lo 2 s A 5 (8 e (1) psd | ol Sy amacall 0SS 5 plSl] Cilf (iS¢ 9 s yll) i daia
«sball Jsd plawall (o S 55 5 Gua Lo Y galad]
Tehzeeb Al-Kamal-fi-Asma’ Al-Rijaal, Volume: 16, Page 91, Sharah Hal (Biography of)
Bukhari, Number: 5646.
Tehzeeb Al-Tehzeeb, Volume: 9, Page: 42, Sharah Hal (Biography of) Muhammad Bin
Ismail Bukhari, Number: 53.
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definitely read the text of Hadith-e-Thaqgalayn from these books for
you.

The respected Teacher continued with his arguments on the
subjects of Intercession and blessings and read a very interesting
narration from Sahih Muslim for the attention of attendees which
caused astonishment for them. He said: Muslim has recorded in his
Sahih a narration through Asma’ the sister of Ayeshah, who said:
After the death of Prophet (SAWW) his cassock (long clothing —
Qaba) was kept by Ayeshah. After the death of Ayeshah | took this
Qaba under my custody. Whenever someone got sick, we used to
put this Qaba in a utensil filled with water and served this water to
the patients as medicine for healing from illness.

The respected Teacher in his explanation and comments on the
Hadith of Muslim said that Asma’ died in 73" year of Hijrah.? In the
narration Muslim has used the expression «ddiu®» which means
“Seeking cure through the Qaba of Prophet (SAWW)”. | would like to
draw your attention towards the fact that Asma’ died in 73" year of
Hijrah, i.e.; nearly 60 years after the Prophet's (SAWW) death,
Ayeshah and her sister used to seek healing for patients through his
Qaba.

Novey, who is one of the important commentators of Sahih Muslim
in his commentary on this narration, writes: This narration implies
that seeking blessings through the clothes and other belongings of
the Righteous (Saleh) people is permissible as well as
recommended.®

1. e S ode Culdd i lylls (ol 56 b o8 5 ol 40 Led L5 pusS Aeallals L2 JI) i L5 Tl g ) 4K 030,y
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Sahih Muslim, Page: 980, Kitab Al-Libas-wal-Zeenah, Baab 1 «Ja &l e 5 st ol ay s
Hadith: 10/2069/5376
2. Please refer to the book Syar Aalam al-Nubala, Volume: 2, Page: 287 — 296, Number:
52, for more information about the life of Asma’ d/o Abu Bakr.
3. Cpeltd 5 cpadlall JUL & pil) il (Ao (> Conal) f3a 5 op
Al-Minhaj-fi-Sharah Muslim Bin Hujjaj, Volume: 5, Page: 237, Kitab Al-Libas-wal-Zeenah,
Baab: ¢eluwill 4ial) 5 Ja Jl Ao _posdl 5 cddl) ay i b odiy il 5 bl Sharah Hadith 10/2069
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The respected Teacher after quoting the text related to the Qaba of
Prophet (SAWW), addressed the audience and asked: O’ the
intellectuals, in these times, is it possible to perform such an act in
Makkah and Madinah?

In response to the question, one of the attendees jokingly said:
There is a place in Russia where the acts of seeking intercession
and blessings can be performed, and you can perform such acts
over there.

However, another scholar from the audience, whose words
appeared to be somewhat serious, said: Today the Prophet's
(SAWW) Qaba is not available and as such we cannot benefit from it
to seek cure from illness. From his response | concluded that at
least he accepts the permissibility of seeking cure from the Qaba or
other belongings of Prophet (SAWW).

The respected Teacher in response to the second person said: You
have no issue with seeking blessings from the Prophet's (SAWW)
Qaba if it was available today. However, the issue is not specific to
the Prophet's (SAWW) Qaba but with the Wahhabi ideology
according to which such acts are forbidden (Haram).

Presentation of Hadith-e-Thagalayn as Most Important
Reference of Ahle-Sunnat

As soon as the respected Teacher completed his arguments
regarding the visitation of graves, intercession, blessings and
seeking cure from illness, as promised to one of the attendees, he
switched to Hadith-e-Thaqgalayn with reference to Sahih Muslim,
Sunan-e-Tirmidhi and Masnud-e-Ahmad Bin Hanbal.

The Teacher said: Muslim Bin Hujjaj Neyshaburi has narrated the
Hadith-e-Thaqalayn from the Prophet (SAWW) in this way:
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Ahmad Bin Hanbal has also narrated from Abu Saeed Khudhry and
has written that the Prophet (SAWW) said:

3 0@ A plald] (a dgtan Hun b IS (A ST Lad S Gl a$d 3L iy
L quasnl Gl g s ] Legl 9 w JbT e

Tirmidhi in his famous book Sunan-e-Tirmidhi in the chapter
discussing the virtues of Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) has narrated from Jabir
Bin Abdullah that: During Hajj, on the day of Arafat | saw the
Prophet (SAWW) delivering the sermon from top of his camel. |
heard him saying:

Sy S e gl S o] gLl 4 aTISS ) Le aSd S5 B ) Jol ) b Ly

The respected Teacher while concluding his arguments and for the
sake of guiding the audience towards Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.), asked them
these questions:

Who should identify the Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) of Prophet (SAWW) and
introduce them to the people? Should the Prophet (SAWW) himself
or someone else? Should you identify and introduce them or should
I? Do | know the Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) better or you?

The respected Teacher asked me to give him the book “Syar Aalam
al-Nubala” written by Dhahabi in order to respond to the questions
he raised. | immediately gave him the book. The Teacher started
reading the text recorded by Dhahabi and said: It is certain that no
one is more qualified than the Prophet (SAWW) himself to introduce
his Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.). Dhahabi says: According to an authentic

1. Sahih Muslim, Page: 1113, Kitab Fadhail Al-Sahabah, Baab Fadhail Ali Bin Abi Talib,
Hadith: 36/2408/6175.

2. Al-Musnad, Volume: 3, Page: 14, Musnad Abi Saeed al-Khudhry.

3. Sunan Al-Tirmidhi, Page: 678, Kitab Al-Managqib, Baab: 32, Baab Manaqib-e-Ahlul-Bayt
Al-Nabi, Hadith: 3786.
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narration the Prophet (SAWW) gathered Hazrat Ali, Fatemah, Hasan
and Husayn under the cloak and said: «....- J8/ £Y.38 aglih?

The respected Teacher summarized his introductory discussion
under two points and said:

Point One: Our predecessors (Salaf), the Companions (of
Prophet) and Tabay’een considered the visitation of graves and
seeking of intercession and blessings permissible and practiced
these acts. However, in current times a handful of people have
emerged who consider such practices forbidden (Haram) and acts of
polytheism. This is contrary to the teachings of Islam, and it is the
responsibility of scholars like you to create awareness within the
masses.

Point Two: We Muslims have abandoned the Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.)
and should revert towards them. The Prophet (SAWW) himself has
invited Muslims towards the Quran and Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) and has
guaranteed guidance by adhering to them. The most important thing
that the Muslims have lost today is the Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) of Prophet
(SAWW). Adherence to the Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) means acting upon the
guidance provided by them, and adherence to the Quran means
acting upon the commands (of Islam) mentioned in the Quran. Just
the love for Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) is not sufficient. According to the
narrations it is mandatory to act upon the religious edicts and moral
principles provided by them.

Expression of Doubt by One of the Attendees regarding the
Incident of Ibn Haban, and his Visit to the Grave of Imam Reza
(A.S.)

The respected Teacher at the conclusion of his introductory
discussion opened the floor for question/answer with reference to
the discussion held so far. One of the attendees expressed his
doubt about the incident of Ibn Haban narrated by the respected

1. pogh s ) apic il welll ¢ v ol oY 38 gl (U5 g el Lagais 5l s 5 dabili JIs T ill 5 e oy
.«_weh3, Syar Aalam al-Nubala, Volume: 2, Page: 122, Sharah Hal (Biography) of Hazrat
Fatemah (S.A.), Number: 18.
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Teacher and said: Ibn Haban stated «4i/ <ses i.e. prayed to Allah
for the resolution of his difficulties and did not pray to Imam Reza
(A.S.), and isn’t it better to interpret (the text) as “prayed to Allah?

The respected Teacher in response to his question said:

First: Allah (SWT) is present everywhere then why did Ibn Haban
went to Imam Reza's (A.S.) grave and prayed to Allah (SWT) there?
It indicates that the grave of Imam Reza (A.S.) has some
significance and relevance, and for this reason Ibn Haban visited his
grave many times. If the grave of Imam Reza (A.S.) does not have
any relevance and effectiveness then why did he not pray to Allah
(SWT) from his house or some other nearby mosque?

Second: We all accept that praying to Allah (SWT) is better, and in
fact Ibn Haban prayed to Allah (SWT) at the grave of Imam Reza
(A.S.). We also accept that he directly prayed to Allah (SWT) at the
grave of Imam Reza (A.S.) by soliciting his intercession. Thus both
acts are permissible. However, is it possible today to perform such
acts in Makkah and Madinah? Do they consider such acts
permissible? Not only they consider such acts impermissible, but
forbidden (Haram) as well. The conflict between the Muslims and
Wahhabis is not about the preference (Afzaliyat) for such acts, but is
regarding its permissibility or forbiddance (Tehreem).

All the Muslims believe that the act of visiting the graves and
(praying to Allah) by soliciting the intercession of (holy) person
buried therein is permissible, while the Wahhabis believe that such
acts are forbidden (Haram).

Third: We have examples (in history) about the conduct and
practices of the Companions and Tabay’een seeking help from
someone other than Allah (from Prophet (SAWW) after his death) for
the resolution of their difficulties. | have already mentioned one such
instance from your books to prove the permissibility of seeking help
from someone other than Allah (SWT).
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Conduct of the Companions during the Reign of Third Caliph

Tabarrani who died in 360 Hijri has recorded an interesting incident
related to this subject in his book “Al-Mu’ajjam Al-Kabir” through one
of the Companions of Prophet (SAWW) named Othman Bin Hanif.
The narration states that almost 20 years after the passing away of
Prophet (SAWW) during the reign of third Caliph, a man with the
intention of seeking assistance from the Caliph went to him several
times, but the Caliph always ignored him and did not meet him. The
man then visited Othman Bin Hanif and informed him about his
problem. Othman Bin Hanif advised him:

"Perform ablution, and go to the Prophet's (SAWW) Mosque, pray
two units of Namaz beside his grave then recite this supplication:

ol ) o AR 5T ) Jdana by odan ) o Sans Unels L) 435 45T g Allic) ] agllly
«_,_g.'l"abg.fg.é.ﬁ.ﬁ

O’ Allah! | have come to you and ask you through my Prophet
Muhammad (SAWW) who is blessing (for all). O’ Muhammad
(SAWW)! | have turned towards Allah by soliciting your intercession
for the fulfillment of my needs.

The man acted as he was advised by Othman Bin Hanif. He
performed ablution, offered two units of Namaz beside the grave of
Prophet (SAWW), recited the supplication taught to him by Othman
Bin Hanif, and then went to meet the third Caliph. As soon as he
reached the Caliphs house, the doorkeeper held his hand, guided
him into the house and got him seated besides the Caliph. The
Caliph sought apology from the person and said: | had forgotten you
and remembered you right now, and asked what are your difficulties
and needs? The person stated his difficulties and needs which were
addressed immediately by the Caliph. The person came out of the
Caliph's house and on his way came across Othman Bin Hanif. He
was under the impression that Othman Bin Hanif had recommended
his case to the third Caliph and therefore he thanked Othman Bin
Hanif and said: If you had not recommended my case to the Caliph,
then he would not have paid attention towards my problems.
Othman Bin Hanif said: | never recommended your case to the
Caliph. In fact your problems were solved due to the effect of
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prayers and supplication | had suggested you. One day | was in the
company of Prophet (SAWW) when a blind person came to the
Prophet (SAWW) and complained about his blindness. The Prophet
(SAWW) said: Can you bear the blindness with patience? The blind
person replied, O’ Prophet of Allah! | am alone and have no one to
help me with walking and this is unbearable for me. The Prophet
(SAWW) advised the blind person to perform ablution, pray two units
of Namaz and seek blessings of Allah (SWT) by reciting the
supplication that | recommended to you. After few moments we saw
that blind person coming towards the Prophet (SAWW) in a state as
if he was never blind.*

This incident clearly shows that soliciting Prophet's (SAWW)
intercession was taught to the Companions by the Prophet (SAWW)
himself. Accordingly, people can solicit Prophet's (SAWW)
intercession for the resolution of their problems and difficulties, like
the Companions used to do. However, Ibn Taymiyyah, who was
born around 700 years after the time of Companions says: Anyone
who visits the graves of Prophets and Righteous people, describes
his difficulties and needs to them and seeks fulfillment of their needs
by soliciting their intercession, is a polytheist and if he does not
repent (for such actions) then it is obligatory (for the Muslims) to Kill
him.?
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Al-Muajam al-Kabir: Volume: 9, Page:30 - 31, Hadith 8310, wisia ju lede i/ L
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Ziyarat Al-Qaboor-wal-Istanjad-bil-Magboor, Page: 17 & 21,
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The Wahhabis say that the Shiites are polytheists and are out of the
boundaries of Islam. Marriage with the daughters of Shiites is not
permissible and do not marry your daughters with their sons, and in
case such a marriage occurs then it is null and void because the
Shiites have resorted to Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) and they say “Ya Ali” and

“Ya Hasan”.!

The respected Teacher after responding to the question invited the
scholars present in the discussion to work towards the unity of
Shiites and Sunnis. | expect from the people like you to inform the
masses by the facts. Today we need to have unity amongst the
Muslims. We have a common enemy. Do you see what is happening
in Gaza? Are the people of Gaza Shiites? Are the people of Syria
Shiites? The enemies of Islam are against Muhammad (SAWW),
Quran and the Muslim Ummabh.

Comparing the Hadith «sllil L 5 i aSue» Against Hadith-e-
Thaqgalayn

In comparison to Hadith Thagalayn one of the attendees presented
the following Hadith:

2«03.!-&"{).// pIriEe)] ﬁujg_ﬁuyra@lc»

While discussing Hadith Thaqgalayn the Teacher invited the Muslim
Ummah and scholars of Ahle-Sunnat to turn towards the Ahlul-Bayt
(A.S.) and adhere to them, this person said that the Prophet of Allah
(SAWW) has recommended to the Muslims to follow the conduct of
Caliphs.

In response the respected Teacher said that the Hadith:

1. deaddl e iy rall GY cJblr g8 ISl a5 13 5 G gl (o Y 5 dmaidl] oLl (o dical] Jaf Clis g 37 s ¥y
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Fatawah-lil-Jannah Al-Daimah Lil-Bahooth Al-limiyyah-wal-/fta’a, Volume: 18, Page: 299,
Kitab Al-Nikah (1), Fatawa No. 20011.
2. . Gmgal) pLIR) i g i 2Saledy
Sunan Abi-Dawood, Page: 535, Kitab Al-Sunnah, Baab 66 Fi Lazoom Al-Sunnah, Hadith:
4607; Al-Musnad, Volume: 4, Page: 126, Hadith Al-‘Arbaaz Bin Sariyah.
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«Cpadi ) U Liu 4 Jiiw aSaey in addition to the doubts in its
authenticity, is also doubtful from other aspects as well. The
respected Teacher while clarifying and explaining the reasons for it
being doubtful asked a question to the person who presented this
Hadith and said: Is the conduct of Righteous Caliphs (Khulafa-e-
Rashedeen) different than the conduct of Prophet (SAWW), or is
their conduct same as that of Prophet (SAWW)? If their conduct is
different and incompatible with the conduct of Prophet (SAWW) then
it IS meaningless to say that the Prophet (SAWW) has
recommended following the conduct of those which is not
compatible with his own conduct. However, if the conduct of
Khulafa-e-Rashedeen is same as that of the Prophet (SAWW)
without any contradictions, again it is meaningless and does not
bear any specific impact. The Sunni scholars have conflicting
references and reasoning’s regarding this Hadith.

[In order to conclude the arguments of the respected Teacher we
will refer to a part of the texts of Muhammad Bin Ismail Kehlani and
Ibn Hazm Andalusi with reference to their comments on this Hadith:

(] W) e LIS Lu 4 g.'f.fug Aoy

Muhammad Bin Ismail Kehlani Sun’ani writes about the Hadith
(Cpdl ) el Lia 4 il aSuley: Ahmad Bin Hanbal, Abu Dawood
Sajistani and Ibn Majah Qazwini have recorded the Hadith

) Ul L g i aSuley. Hakim Neyshaburi also believes in
this Hadith on the basis of it being considered authentic by Bukhari
and Muslim. Although the Hadith « gl slilil) Lins 4 i a%ilen has
been recorded in different ways, nevertheless, each narration is
doubtful.*
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Subl Al-Salam, Volume: 2, Page: 11, Baab: Salat Al-Tatu’,

Qiyam-e-Sehr-e-Ramadhan wa Tauhfatul Akhuzi beh Sharah Jame’-e-Tirmidhi, Volume: 3,

Page: 69, Kitab Al-Salat, Abwab Al-Jum’ah, Baab 372,
Ay s caalia AS I i 4y 601 T Cpoa (i edeand] Gl S els Lo
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Ibn Hazm under the commentary on this Hadith has provided
detailed explanation and writes: The Caliphs had conflicting views
(on various issues) amongst themselves and it is impossible to
follow the conduct of all of them simultaneously. As such, the
Prophet (SAWW) will never command the Muslims to act upon
something which is impossible. There are only three possibilities to
act upon the command in this Hadith.

1.To act upon the opinion of all the Caliphs in the matters wherein
they have conflicting views is not only difficult but impossible as
well, because it is impossible to act upon two conflicting issues.
E.g.: “The Right of Grandfather as Heir in the Presence of the
Brothers of Deceased”. How is it possible to act upon the opinion
of Abu Bakr and Ayeshah, and at the same time act upon the
opinion of Umar and Ali? If we wish to act upon the opinion of Abu
Bakr and Ayeshah then everything left behind by the deceased
will be given to the grandfather, and the brothers of deceased will
be deprived from getting anything. However, if we wish to act
upon the opinion of Umar, then the grandfather will get one third
of whatever has been left behind by the deceased and the
remaining two third will be distributed equally amongst the
brothers of deceased. In case, if we wish to act upon the opinion
of Hazrat Ali (A.S.) then the grandfather will get one sixth of
whatever has been left behind by the deceased and the remaining
five sixth will be distributed equally amongst the brothers of
deceased. How is it possible to act upon the conduct of all the
Caliphs in this case?

2. In the issues wherein the Caliphs have conflicting opinions we
are free and have the authority to act upon the opinion of
whichever Caliph we wish to. This approach is not correct
because it will cause us to be out of the boundaries of Islam. It
means that the religion of Allah (SWT) is dependent upon our own
will and every Muslim is authorized to pronounce anything
permissible (Halal) or forbidden (Haram) according to his own
liking (or disliking). This will result in many things/acts which some
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Muslims will consider forbidden while another group will consider
permissible.
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The Hadith under discussion is not consistent with the above
verses (of Quran) and the arguments presented, and lead to the
conclusion that it is not valid; because according to the above
verses anything which was Haram during the time of Prophet
(SAWW) will remain Haram until the day of judgement. Similarly
what was obligatory (Wajib) during the time of Prophet (SAWW)
will remain Wajib until the day of judgement, and anything which
was Halal during the time of Prophet (SAWW) will remain Halal
until the day of judgement.

If we are authorized to act according to the opinion of the Caliph
we like and ignore the opinions of other Caliphs, then again there
Is an issue. This act will be contrary to the command given in the
Hadith «cpadif sl Liv g il aSilex because it will result in not
following the sayings, opinions and conduct of some of the
Caliphs.

In view of the problems with the first and second possibilities,
there is no other possibility but to act upon the third one.

1. Surah Ma’edah (5), Verse: 3.
2. Surah Baqgarah (2), Verse: 229.
3. Surah Anfal (8), Verse: 46
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3. The third possibility is to act upon only those issues wherein the
opinion of all Caliphs and Companions is consistent.']

Acceptance of the Permissibility of Intercession and Blessings
(< 9 Jws) but Limiting their Scope

The presentation of authentic text and references from the sources
of Ahle-Sunnat with regards to the conduct of Companions,
Tabay'een, scholars and masses of Ahle-Sunnat, left no other option
but to accept that seeking of intercession and blessings is an Islamic
practice. However, one of the attendees attempted to limit the
permissibility of such acts and asked the respected Teacher whether
there are any examples in the conduct of Caliphs soliciting blessings
and intercession?

The respected Teacher in response to this question said:

First: According to the narrations from your sources all the
Companions of Prophet (SAWW) are just (A’adil), and their acts,
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Al-Ahkam, Volume: 6, Page: 805 — 806, Al-Bab Al-Sdis Al-Thlathoon Fi Ibtal al-Tagleed.
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practices and conduct are the evidence and proof of authenticity.*
That being the case, why are you limiting yourself to the conduct of
Caliphs only? The recourse of Companions to the Prophet (SAWW)
in the battle with Musaylama Al-Kaddhab, the story of Othman Bin
Hanif and his advice to the person to seek intercession of the
Prophet (SAWW), the gathering of the Companions and Tabay'een
beside the Prophet's (SAWW) grave to seek refuge from the
mischief of Ziyad Bin Abeeh, confirms the conduct of Companions
and provides evidence that such acts are permissible beyond any
shadow of doubt, unless you don’t consider all the Companions just
and their practices and conduct as the proof of permissibility.
However, it is unlikely that you have such a belief.

Second: There are examples in the life of Caliphs as well soliciting
intercession and blessings. The first and the fourth Caliph sought
Prophet's (SAWW) intercession after his death.

Zainy Dehlan, who is one of the great Shafaie scholars, writes: As
soon as the Prophet (SAWW) passed away Abu Bakr immediately
came to his house. He touched the cloth of his shroud with the
Prophet's (SAWW) face then threw himself on the Holy body, kissed
it and started talking with the body of Holy Prophet (SAWW) and
said: O’ Prophet of Allah! May my father and mother be sacrificed
upon you! You lead a noble and pure life and left the world in a
purified state. O’ Prophet of Allah! Remember us in front of Allah
and do not forget us.?

Hazrat Ali (A.S.), the fourth Caliph according to your belief, also
acted similarly. He put his face on the Prophet's (SAWW) face and
said: S« dly o Lilea) g iy tic L SH [ ol g il il
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415;
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Al-Dur Al-Sunniyah-fi-Radd Alal-Wahhabiyah, Page:24.

3. Nahjul Balagah (translation by Muhammad Dashti, Page: 334, Khutbah: 235.
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Third: In addition to the practical conduct of Caliphs, Allah (SWT)

has declared in the Quran that seeking intercession is permissible

and lawful and has advised the Muslims on this important subject by
saying:
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In this verse Allah (SWT) advises the Muslims that when they
commit any sin, they should go to the Prophet (SAWW) and seek his
intercession for the forgiveness of their sin.

After a sound and compelling answer, someone out of enmity and
grudge asked an amateurish question: Is there any narration directly
from the Khulafa-e-Rashedeen regarding (permissibility of)
Intercession and blessings?

The respected Teacher in response to this question said: Does it
make sense in asking for a narration from Khulafa-e-Rashedeen
regarding seeking Intercession and blessings when their practical
conduct proves that they used to seek the intercession and
blessings of Prophet (SAWW)? Are the practical acts and conduct of
Khulafa-e-Rashedeen less important than their words and sayings?

Limiting the Scope and Making Conditional the Permissibility of
Intercession of the Prophet

When the debate reached at this point where it was established by
(citing the) practical conduct and practices of Khulafa-e-Rashedeen,
that there is not even slightest doubt about the permissibility and
lawfulness of seeking intercession, one of the attendees, who had
no other option but to accept intercession as a common Islamic
practice, attempted to limit its scope only to the Prophet (SAWW)
and said: The Prophet (SAWW) is a Holy and special person and we
believe in seeking his intercession. However, his Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.)

1. When they had been unjust to themselves, had come to you (Muhammad SAWW) and
begged Allah's Forgiveness, and the Messenger had begged forgiveness for them: indeed,
they would have found Allah All-Forgiving (One Who forgives and accepts repentance),
Most Merciful, Surah Nisa’ (4), Verse: 64.

26




Debate with Russian Scholars

are common people and therefore, it does not imply to solicit their
intercession.

In response the respected teacher said:

First: You accept that soliciting the intercession of Prophet (SAWW)
is not polytheism.

Second: Who said that only the person of Prophet (SAWW) is
exclusive for seeking intercession?

Third: You accept that seeking Prophet's (SAWW) intercession is
permissible. However, Ibn Taymiyyah and Wahhabis don’t accept
this, and believe that this is an act of polytheism. lbn Taymiyyah in
his book “Ziyarat Al-Qaboor-wal-Istanjad-bil-Magboor” writes:
People who visit the graves of Prophets and Righteous people,
describe their difficulties and needs to them and seek fulfillment of
their needs from them are polytheists, they must repent (for such
actions) or otherwise be killed.*

Muhammad Bin Abdul Wahhab in his book “Kashk Al-Shubhat”
says: People who in order to connect with Allah and fulfillment of
their needs, seek intercession from the Angels, Prophets and the
Saints of Allah are infidels and polytheists, and killing them and
forfeiting their belongings is permissible (Halal).
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Limiting the Scope and Making Conditional the Permissibility of
Intercession of the Prophet Only during his Life

The authentic and compelling answers of the respected Teacher to
the questions of the scholars of Ahle-Sunnat dispelled all types of
doubts and suspicions. However, one of the attendees still had
some doubts on the argument presented with reference to the verse:
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He said: The verse advises Muslims to seek Prophet's (SAWW)
intercession only during his lifetime. There is no reference in the

verse that confirms the permissibility of seeking Prophet's (SAWW)
intercession after his death.

In response to the question and the doubt expressed, the respected
Teacher said:

First: The verse is applicable after the Prophet's (SAWW) death as
well because there is no indication in the verse itself that limits the
scope of seeking Prophet's (SAWW) intercession during his life only.

Second: If you say that the command in the verse pertains to the
time when Prophet (SAWW) was alive then you should leave the
verse aside and say that the entire Quran pertains to a specific time
period only. Are you willing to accept such limitation of your
argument?

Third: The following incident has been narrated from Imam Malik
with reference to this verse which contradicts your argument and
proves that the Companions and Tabay’een did not believe that the
scope of this verse is restricted and limited only for the time when
the Prophet (SAWW) was alive.

One of the Abbasid Caliphs Mansoor Al-Dawangi asked Imam Malik:
When | am in the mosque of Prophet (SAWW) by the side of his
grave, should | supplicate facing the Qiblah or facing the grave of
Prophet (SAWW)? In response Imam Malik recited the following
verse and said:
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Why do you want to divert your face from the grave of Prophet
(SAWW)? On the Day of Judgment the Prophet of Allah (SAWW) is
the source of intercession between Allah (SWT) and you, Hazrat
Adam (A.S.) and all human beings. Stand facing the grave of
Prophet of Allah (SAWW) and supplicate to Allah (SWT) by seeking
his intercession. Allah (SWT) will definitely accept the intercession of
Prophet (SAWW).!

Fourth: The verse of the Quran® says that the Martyrs (Shohada’)
are alive. Since the status of Messengers (of Allah) is higher than
the status of Martyrs. Accordingly, the Messengers (of Allah) are
also alive.

Fifth: If one believes that asking for help from someone other than
Allah (SWT) is polytheism then there is no difference whether that
person is alive or dead. As a result seeking help from the Prophet
(SWAA) in his life will be considered polytheism as well.

Limiting the Scope and Making Conditional the Permissibility of
Intercession and Blessings Only for the Affairs related to
Hereafter

The situation of the scholars of Ahle-Sunnat who were present in the
debate was similar to a person who is drowning and putting all
efforts within his reach to save himself. They, according to their
capabilities and knowledge tried to interpret and justify the
impermissibility of such acts. However, they had no other option but
to accept that the act of soliciting intercession is permissible and
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Shifa’ Al-Sigam-fi-Ziyarah Khai Al-Ana’am Alayh-e-Afdhal Al-Salat Al-Salam, Page: 163;
Al-Ghadeer-fil-Kitab-wal-Sunnah-wal-Adab, Volume: 5, Page: 200;
Beh Naql Az Al-Shifa’ Be-Ta'reef Al-Haqooq Al-Mustafa, Volume: 2, Page: 92.
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Think not of those who are killed in the Way of Allah as dead. Nay, they are alive, with their
Lord, and they have provision.
Surah Aale Imran (3), Verse 169
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lawful. Nonetheless, they released the last arrow in the dark and
said that we agree that the Caliphs used to practice the acts of
seeking intercession and blessings but only for the affairs related
to the hereafter and not for the worldly affairs! In this regard we don’t
believe in each and every belief of Wahhabis.

The respected Teacher in response to this question reminded them
about the incident recorded by Tabarrani regarding Othman Bin
Hanif and the person facing difficulties, and said: The person went to
the Caliph to get relief from the worldly issues but the Caliph ignored
him until the Companion of Prophet (SAWW) Othman Bin Hanif
advised him to seek Prophet's (SAWW) intercession in order to get
the attention of Caliph to address his worldly problems and not the
problems related to hereafter.

In addition to this incident, soliciting intercession for worldly affairs is
permissible. Even if we say that soliciting intercession is permissible
only for the affairs related to hereafter, then also we Muslims will
have a conflict with the Wahhabis because they don’t even believe
in soliciting intercession for the affairs of hereafter and consider it
forbidden (Haram).

The respected Teacher then drew their attention towards the
problems currently faced by the Muslim world and said that these
days many Muslims have been killed because of their belief in this
doctrine. You should be brave and therefore speak out against the
Wahhabi ideology because they don’t follow the practices of their
predecessors (Salaf).

Diversion of the Course of Debate by One of the Attendees

One of the attendees changed the subject of debate and asked if it
is true that Hazrat Ali (A.S.) said that Kharijites (Khawarij) are my
brothers?

| concluded from this question that the discussion and debate on the
subject of visiting graves, blessings and intercession has come to
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end and response to all the doubts and questions of the scholars of
Ahle-Sunnat has been provided.

The respected Teacher in response to the question said: The
narration referred as words of Hazrat Ali (A.S.) is doubtful and its
authenticity needs to be discussed. However, | understand that it is
not authentic. According to the narration recorded from the Prophet
(SAWW) by Ibn Ma’jah, Kharijites are the dogs of hell' and dogs
cannot be the brothers of the Caliph of Muslims.

The agreed time for the meeting with the respected Teacher was
one hour. However, almost one hour and forty five minutes had
passed since the meeting started and it was now few minutes
passed the call (Adhan) for the Sunset (Maghrib) prayers (Namaz)
but the debate was not yet concluded. Many times | have observed
during the debates of respected Teacher with the scholars of Ahle-
Sunnat that at the time of Adhan some of the attendees in order to
conclude the debate get up from their place and start praying
individually in a corner. However, this time despite the insistence of
respected Teacher to pray at the prime time, the attendees were not
prepared to conclude the debate because of their deep involvement
in the authentic and sound responses of the respected Teacher to
their questions.

The respected Teacher reminded the attendees about many
commonalities in Jurisprudence between Shiites and Sunnis, and
cited the text of Ayatollah Syed Abu Al-Qasim Al-Khoei: There are
many common commandments which are unanimously accepted
and practiced by both Shiites and Sunnis® and according to the
statement of late Sheikh Abdul Karim Zanjani: In branches of
religion and jurisprudence, the edicts (Fatawah) of Shiites scholars
are at least consistent with the edicts of one of the four Sunni
schools of thought, and it is not so that they are in conflict with the

1. .l S #3014 Jewy JE » Sunan Ibn Majah, Volume: 1, Page: 61, Al-
Mugaddamah, Bab 12, Hadith: 173.

T’adil-wal-Tarjih, Lazoom-e-Riayat Al-Tarteeb Bayn Al-Marjehat wa A’damah.
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edicts of all the Ahle-Sunnat schools of thought.! Accordingly, the
Teacher called both Shiites and Sunnies brothers of each other and
said: Wahhabism is a problem and common enemy of Muslims, both
Shiites and Sunnis. In order to confirm this fact the Teacher cited the
views and remarks of Ibn A’abedeen, one of the Hanafi scholars and
said: According to Ibn A’abedeen Wahhabis are the Kharijites of our
time who consider all Ahle-Sunnat infidels and killing their scholars
and all Muslims permissible.?

Conclusion of the Debate and Arguments

The respected Teacher at the conclusion of the debate said: My
discussion can be summarized into the following two points:

The deviation of Wahhabis from the conduct and practices of their
predecessors (Salaf). Their predecessors used to seek intercession
and blessings while they believe such acts to be forbidden and
consider them polytheism.

The deviation of Muslims from the path of Ahlul-Bayt (A.S.) of the
Prophet (SAWW). The Prophet (SAWW) said: | am leaving behind
me two valuable things amongst you, and if you hold onto them you
will never go astray.

Thus at the end of debate everybody present thanked the respected
Teacher in their own language for presenting his arguments,
acknowledged that they were on the wrong path and misguided by
the Wahhabi teachings, and promised to take advantage of their
social status in propagating the truth and the falsehood of
Wahhabism.
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In the end the respected Teacher lead the congregation prayers for
Maghrib and Isha. After that the attendees took group and individual
photographs with the respected Teacher.

Hasan Balgan Aabadi

Institution of Wila-e-Siddigah-e-Kubra (S.A.)
03 Muharram, 1437 (H.Q.)

25/7/1394 (H.S.)
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